	The Dunkirk Crossing
On Monday 18th May, the weather was good and forecast fair, when we set sail to join up with the Dunkirk support fleet in Ramsgate on the 75th anniversary of the evacuation of troops from France, assisted by the Little Ships from all over England, particularly the Thames area. We had expected when this event was arranged, to be in company of 12 craft from Weybridge Mariners Club. Due to all manner of reasons we were reduced to just 2, “Serenade” and “Harveys Joy”, to carry the flag for the club.
We joined Harvey’s Joy at Teddington and timed our run down to Limehouse Basin to pass through Richmond as the barrier was lifted. The trip was uneventful arriving in Limehouse spot on time to pass under the road bridge; with the arch on Serenade lowered. The wind was quite gusty all evening.
Tuesday 19th the weather was bright with a light breeze, and tide right for a good long run to Ramsgate, expecting to arrive at dusk. From Gravesend we followed the main channel from west to East Blyth.  We had travelled more slowly than originally planned resulting in approaching the Gore Channel near to the bottom of the tide. We then took a northerly course to skirt around Margate sands to the North Foreland arriving in Ramsgate at 23.15 Hrs having taken about 11hrs.
Wednesday 20th  A day of great activity with a memorial service in the marquee on the harbour wall, visiting the little ships, watching the marching troops, bands and enjoying the general ambience and hubbub of Ramsgate, at its busiest probably since the war. Harvey’s Joy reported that they had trouble with the alternator and was seeking repair or replacement.
Thursday 21st Unfortunately Harvey’s Joy was not able to fix the problem in time to sail to Dunkirk. After the epic sight of the little ships assembling outside the harbour for the crossing, we set out, minus Harvey and Joy on the crossing to France. The wind was light and the sea slight. The crossing took 3hr 30min, our usual time and we arrived in Gravelines, our favourite port, which was bathed in sunshine. A phone call confirmed that Harvey and Joy would not be joining us in France.
After sight- seeing, and paying the respects of Weybridge Mariners to the Dunkirk Fleet of Little Ships, we walked into Gravelines town to my favourite restaurant , “La Symphonie”: Herring in garlic butter, best starter on earth! After a glass of wine or four! we walked back to the marina for a peaceful night.
Friday 22nd  With fair weather and wind force 3, we left Gravelines at high tide to return to Ramsgate. With the wind SW we expected a reasonable crossing.  The wind strengthened after about an hour to force 5-6 and the sea became lumpy with troughs on our port bow.  We pressed on with trust in the capability of the boat. After two hours of holding on, the wind dropped and the sea calmed as we were about 1 hour from Ramsgate. After hearing a shipping forecast of fog in the Dover Straight, we ran into it. Couldn’t see a thing, so progress was slow taking great caution on our course. When out of the mist we spotted Goodwin Knoll. We arrived in Ramsgate 1 hour late on our passage plan.
Saturday 23rd  We discovered that our companion Harvey’s Joy had departed for who knows where? They had gone to Queenborough! We stayed in Ramsgate as the wind had backed to the NW and was quite strong 5-6. No more rough rides thank you. We spent the day enjoying the cafe’s and bars of Ramsgate, but didn’t fancy going to the evening tea dance. Harvey phoned, they had spent two days exploring Queenborough town, which they had to themselves, and they also had the pub to themselves.  We agreed to rendezvous in the estuary the next day.
Sunday 24th   Departed Ramsgate at 06.00 hrs weather was fair, wind now SW, ideal for a good run up the Thames.  Harvey had made good time; we didn’t catch up until we passed under Q E 2 Bridge. At this time we decided to make for home with the tide giving us a good run up the Thames. Harvey and Joy decided to visit Limehouse, . We opened up Serenade and made good time to London. The water was very low on reaching Richmond; rather than wait around we locked in: “ note, price is now £7 “.  We had to operate Molesey and Sunbury locks ourselves, arriving at our Shepperton home mooring at 20.15 hrs, to be greeted and welcomed. Not Bad Eh!

Colin Barnard 
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